Retinoblastoma: An update.
Retinoblastoma is the most common ocular malignancy in children, and is initiated by mutation of the RB1 gene. The tumor may be unilateral or bilateral and can be inherited. Overall survival, eye salvage, and preservation of vision are largely dependent on the stage of disease at presentation. Despite a recently enhanced understanding of the etiology of retinoblastoma, the mortality associated with it remains high worldwide. This may relate to a continuing lack of awareness of the lesion by laypersons, and unavailability of modern treatment facilities. Adverse outcomes are also caused by the occurrence of secondary malignancies after treatment of retinoblastoma in childhood. Early diagnosis, multidisciplinary treatment, and genetic counseling are all priorities in the management of this tumor.